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tendencies are not war-like; they are military,
which is quite another thing. We desire peace,
and when we have established the Imperial Republic
in France we shall not go to wan*

"I told Jean Coq that I was quite ready to
believe him, and, what was more, that I saw that I
had been mistaken and that my mistake was obvious;
that Jean Coq, Jean Mouton, Jean Laiglon and
Gilles Singe had sufficiently proved their love of
peace by refusing to go and fight in China, whither
they had been invited by beautiful white placards.
c From that time forth/ said I, c I realized the truly
civil nature of your military sentiments, and the
strength of your love for your country. You could
not leave the soil of France* I beg you to accept
my apologies, Monsieur Coq. I rejoice to see that
you are as peacefully disposed as I.*

u Jean Coq looked at me with that eye that
causes the world to tremble : c I am peacefully
disposed, Monsieur Bergeret, but, thank God, not
as you are. The peace I desire is not your peace.
You are slavishly content with the peace that is
forced upon us to-day. Our spirit is too great to
endure it without impatience. This feeble ener-
vating peace which satisfies you, cruelly wounds
the pride of our hearts. When we are the masters
we shall make another peace; a terrible, clanking,
spurred and booted, equestrian peace! We shall